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QUICK Guide to Shooting Panorama Pictures

Photography Gear Needed: (all links to Amazon broad search)

Gear Description

DSLR or Mirrorless
Camera A camera with manual controls and interchangeable lenses.

A lens with a focal length of around 24mm or wider to capture a wider field of
Wide-Angle Lens view.

Camera Tripod Provides stability and ensures precise alignment between shots.
Panorama Head Optional but recommended for more accurate and seamless stitching.

Remote Shutter Release  Helps minimize camera shake during longer exposures.

Shooting Techniques:

1. Set up your tripod: Choose a stable location and level your tripod. Ensure it is firmly locked
to prevent any movement. If you don’t have a tripod, hold the camera firmly with both
arms close to your body and rotate your waist.

2. Camera settings:
e Set your camera to Manual (M) mode for full control.
e UsealowISO (e.g., ISO 100 or 200) to minimize noise.
e Setanarrow aperture (e.g., f/8 or higher) for a greater depth of field.

e Choose a suitable white balance setting (avoid auto) and shoot in RAW for post-
processing flexibility.

3. Compose your shot:
e Start by capturing a test shot to determine the desired composition.

e When ready put your hand on front of the lens to have a reference capture that
marks the sequence starting point.

e Consider using the rule of thirds or leading lines to enhance visual interest.

e Overlap each frame by around 30% to 50% to ensure successful stitching.
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4. Shooting sequence:

e For horizontal panoramas, rotate your camera to a portrait (vertical) orientation.
Capture images from left to right (or vice versa) to maintain consistency in terms of
height and width.

e For vertical panoramas, keep your camera in landscape (horizontal) orientation.
Capture images from bottom to top (or vice versa) to maintain consistency in
terms of width and height.

e Use manual focus or focus lock to maintain focus throughout the sequence.

o Take your time and avoid rushing to maintain accuracy. Make sure you leave
enough room at top and bottom of the frame, this way you will have enough data
to crop the stitched panorama and keep the desired composition.

Best Practices:

e Shoot in aperture priority mode: If the lighting conditions change across the scene,
shooting in aperture priority mode allows the camera to adjust the shutter speed
automatically while keeping a consistent aperture setting.

e Use manual exposure: To ensure consistent exposure settings across all frames, switch to
manual exposure mode after setting the exposure for the first shot.

e Avoid using polarizing filters: These filters can cause uneven skies in the stitched
panorama. If necessary, manually adjust the polarizer's position for each shot to maintain

consistency.

e Bracket your shots: If the scene has a wide dynamic range, consider capturing bracketed
exposures to blend them later for better tonal balance.

Recommended Panorama Stitching Software:

Software

Adobe Lightroom
Classic / Photoshop

(PAID)

PTGui (paid)

Hugin (FREE)

Description

Offers powerful panorama stitching capabilities and seamless integration with RAW
editing.

A comprehensive stitching software with advanced features and excellent control
over the stitching process.

An open-source software that offers a wide range of features for panorama
stitching, including control point-based alignment and exposure blending.
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Software Description

An Al-powered software developed by Skylum, ideal for beginners and photo
Luminar Neo (PAID) hobbyists, providing easy-to-use panorama stitching features along with various
creative editing options.

Remember, practice makes perfect when it comes to shooting panoramas. Experiment with
different compositions, lighting conditions, and techniques to develop your unique style. With the
right gear, shooting techniques, best practices, and software tools, you'll be well on your way to
capturing stunning panoramic images that transport viewers into immersive landscapes. Happy
shooting!

r Remember to follow me and to like, share and subscribe to my content:
Website: https://jacfoto.com/en
Instagram: https://instagram.com/sttp_tutorials

YouTube: https://youtube.com/@sttp_tutorials
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